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This course will mainly focus on five themes. First, it will seek to understand how colonialism 
brought with it a new and violent order of space and how the consequent reordering of space and 
politics of violence reinforced each other. It will discuss this colonization of space, and the 
underlying principles by citing a few case studies. Second, it will study the spatial processes of 
violence in the mapping of spaces. It will explore forms of violence through the study of structures 
and sites of violence. Third, it will focus on a few instances where violence critically defined the 
history of a region and locality. Once again, it will undertake this exploration with the help of 
concrete case studies. Fourth, it will look at a few critical events that have come to stand for the 
politics of violence, and their embedding in different spaces in colonial and post-colonial times. 
Finally, it will discuss the language and politics of violence through the study of memories, ruins, 
monuments, visuals, as well as the writings of colonial officials, radical thinkers, and creative 
writers, films and contemporary accounts. 


¢ Themes and Readings 
1) Introduction: Defining Spaces of Violence 
e This section studies some key perspectives relating to violence, spatiality and 
colonialism. It introduces frameworks that seek to map techniques, sites, locations 
in tracing the complex interaction between state, space and violence. 


Readings 


Matthew Edney, Mapping an Empire: The Geographical Construction of British 
India, 1765-1843 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997), Chapter 1. 


Matthew H. Edney, “The Irony of Imperial mapping” in James R. Akerman (ed.), 
The Imperial map: Cartography and the Mastery of Empire. (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2009), pp. 11-45. 


Ann Laura Stoler, ‘Imperial Debris: Reflections on Ruins and Ruination’, Cultural 
Anthropology, 23: 2, May 2008, pp. 191-291. 


Sigrid Weigel, ‘‘‘On the Topographical Turn’’: Concept of Space in Cultural Studies 
and Kulturwissenschaften. A Cartographic Feud’, European Review, vol., 17, No. 1, 
2009, pp. 187-201. 


David Arnold, ‘Violence and the Colonial Order’, in Kalpana Kannabiran (ed.), 
Violence Studies (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2016), pp. 94-119. 


*Georg Simmel, The Ruin, Georg Simmel, 1858-1918: A Collection of Essays, with 
Translations and a Bibliography by Kurt H. Wolff. Columbus: Ohio State University 
Press, 1959, pp. 259-266. 


* supplementary reading 


2) On Violence 


This section discusses theoretical frames to understand forms and aspects of violence 
as elaborated in key historical texts and narratives and their intersections with spatial 
perspectives. 


Readings 


Walter Benjamin, “Critique of Violence”, Reflections: Essays, Aphorisms, 
Autobiographical Writings (New York: Schocken Books, 1986), pp. 277-300. 
Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (London: Penguin, 2001), pp.27-84; pp. 
168-170. 

H. Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1973), Part 2, “Imperialism”. 


The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol.,14., 1917-1918, pp.56-57 (on city 
and cantonment); Vol., 9, 1908-1909, p.476 (on Bombay and other modern cities as 
symbols of slavery). 


The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol., 13, 1915, p. 300 (alternatives to city 
and town life) 


The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol.,42, 1929-30 (“Salt-Tax”), pp. 499- 
500; (Diseases in Villages) pp. 281-283; (A Military programme), pp. 290- 292; (On 
Mussoorie, pp. 71-72) 


David Hardiman, ‘An Alternative Modernity’, Gandhi: In His Time and Ours 
(Delhi: Permanent Black, 2003), Chapter 4, pp. 66-93. 


Ashis Nandy, ‘Violence and Creativity in the Late Twentieth Century: Rabindranath 
Tagore and the Problem of Testimony’, in Time Warps: The Insistent Politics of 
Silent and Evasive Pasts (Delhi: Permanent Black, 2002), pp. 211-230. 


Ashis Nandy and Veena Das, ‘Violence, Victimhood and the Language of Silence’, 
in Veena Das (ed.), The Word and the World: Fantasy, Symbol and Record (New 
Delhi: Sage Publications, 1986), pp. 177-206. 


3) Colonialism, Space and Violence 


This section focuses on colonial conceptions of space through the concepts of 
cartography, image, territory, order, control, race and environment. It discusses 
colonial mapping, techniques of power and governmentalities. Crucial perspectives 
engage with themes of landscaping space and building edifices of control in the 
making of colonial cities, cantonments, hill stations, architecture, sites and structures 
such as churches, barracks, prisons, brothels, clubs, roads. A number of case studies 
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help substantiate these topics: for a general discussion, see Anthony King; Manu 
Goswami on urban spaces, Stephen Legg on Delhi, Bernard Cohn on Banaras, on hill 
stations, see Dane Kennedy, on cantonments, see Chitra Joshi, King, Phillipa Levine. 


Readings 
Anthony D King, Colonial Urban Development: Culture, Social Power and Environment 
(Oxford: Routledge, 1976), pp. 75-179. 
Manu Goswami, ‘Geographies of State Transformation: The Production of Colonial 
State Space’, in Producing India: From Colonial Economy to National Space (Delhi: 
Permanent Black, 2004), Chapter 1. 
Stephen Legg, Spaces of Colonialism: Delhi’s Urban Governmentalities (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2007), Chaps 1, 2 &5. 
Bernard Cohn, ‘The British in Benaras: A Nineteenth Century Colonial Society’, in An 
Anthropologist among the Historians and Other Essays (Delhi, Oxford University Press, 
1987), pp. 422-462. 
Dane Kennedy, ‘The Hill Stations of British India’, in The Magic Mountains: Hill 
Stations and the British Raj (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 1-18. 
Dane Kennedy, ‘Landscapes of Memory’, in The Magic Mountains: Hill Stations and 
the British Raj (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 39-62. 
Chitra Joshi, ‘Barracks, Bazaars and Bastis’, in Lost Worlds: Indian Labour and Its Lost 
Histories (Delhi: Permanent Black, 2003), pp. 15-61. 
Phillipa Levine, ‘Space and Place: The Marketplace of Colonial Sex’, Prostitution, Race 
and Politics: Policing Venereal Disease in the British Empire (London: Routledge, 
2003), pp.297-321. 


4) Geographies of Violence: Regional and Local Histories 
e Kashmir 
e North East 


This section draws on readings from Kashmir and the North East to explore the 
cartographic and territorial conceptions of a region’s history and battles over contested 
spaces. It examines mapping geographies of violence through an exploration of a complex 
relationship between regional and local histories and narratives. 


Readings 
Chitralekha Zutshi, ‘The Divided Public: Battles over History and Territory in 
Contemporary Kashmir’, in Kashmir’s Contested Pasts: Narratives, Sacred Geographies, 
and the Historical Imagination (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2014) pp. 298-324. 


Yasmin Saikia, ‘The Past and Present: Connecting Memory, History, and Identity’, in 
Assam and India: Fragmented Memories, Cultural Identity, and the Tai-Ahom 
Struggle (Delhi: Permanent Black, 2004), pp. 226-251. 


5) Voices of Landscapes and Politics of Violence 


This section explores alternative ways of engaging with the interplay of space and 
violence. It focuses on monuments, ruins and public spaces as well as literary 
representations, memories, visuals, narratives, and multiple temporalities. Different 
frameworks introduce these themes: see Guha on Calcutta, Stoler (above) on imperial 
ruins, Ahmed Ali on Delhi’s changing landscape and colonial violence, Devji on literary 
representations of Urdu writers, Chaudhary on Mutiny monuments in Lucknow, Lahiri 
on ruins of Delhi and mutiny sites, Bhisham Sahni on space and Partition violence, 
Nirmal Verma on Simla (below)) 


Readings 


Ahmed Ali, Twilight in Delhi (London: Oxford University Press, 1966), see refs to 
colonial violence in Delhi, pp. 3-61, 65-68, 96-110, 143-147, 152-155, 169- 

183, 192-200. 

Ranajit Guha, “The colonial city and its Time(s)’, in The Small Voice of History, 

Partha Chatterjee (ed.), (Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2010), pp. 409-435. 

Faisal Devji, ‘India in the Muslim Imagination: Cartography and Landscape in 19""Century 
Urdu Literature’, South Asia Multidisciplinary Academic Journal, 10, 2014 
(samaj.revues.org/351). 

Zahid Chaudhary, ‘The Phantasmagoric Aesthetics: Colonial Violence and the 
Management of Perception’, Cultural Critique, 59, Winter 2005, pp.63-119. 

Nayanjot Lahiri, ‘Commemorating and Remembering 1857: the revolt in Delhi and its 
afterlife’, World Archaeology, 2003, pp. 35-60. 

Bhisham Sahni, Tamas (New Delhi: Penguin, 1988), pp. 27-33, 34-45, 174-186, 187- 
192, 193-202. 


6) Violence, Events, Locations 


This section introduces some key moments and locations and their interaction and 
intersection with discourses and events of violence. Case studies from colonial and post- 
colonial contexts suggest different possibilities of exploring colonial and post-colonial 
continuities and non-linear histories of space and violence. Drawing on relevant 
frameworks, this section opens new questions about state-society interplay and 
cartographic imaginings in shaping histories of space and violence and their embedding 
in critical events. Testimonies of violence are also studied. 


j 1700 
i 1857 
j 1919 
* 1942-1943 
* 1947 


post-colonial moments: case studies 
e 1966; 1975-76; 1984; 1992 


e 2002; 2010; 2013 


Readings 
Ranajit Guha, ‘Territoriality’, in Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in Colonial 
India (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1983), pp. 278-332. 


Jenny Sharpe, Allegories of Empire: The Figure of Woman in the Colonial Text 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993), pp.57-112. 


Rudrangshu Mukherjee, Spectre of Violence: The1857 Kanpur Massacres (New Delhi: 
Penguin, 2007, pp. 1-77. 


Madhushree Mukherjee, Churchill’s Secret War: The British Empire and the Ravaging of 
India during World War IT (New York and Delhi: Random Books, 2010), pp. 153- 192. 


Gyanendra Pandey, ‘Folding the National into the Local: Delhi 1947-1948’ in 
Remembering Partition: Violence, Nationalism and History in India (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp.121-151. 


Vazira Zamindar, The Long Partition: The Making of Modern South Asia (New Delhi: 
Penguin, 2008), pp. 19-76 on Delhi and Karachi violence. 


Ayesha Jalal, Self and Sovereignty, (London: Routledge, 2000), Chap 9; pp. 504-561. 


Ashis Nandy, ‘The Invisible Holocaust and the Journey as an Exodus: The Poisoned 
Village and the Stranger City’, in Ashis Nandy, A Very Popular Exile (Oxford University 
Press, 2007), pp. 98-139. 


Post-colonial case studies 
Peter van der Veer, ‘Writing Violence’, in David Ludden (ed.), Contesting the Nation: 
Religion, Community and the Politics of Democracy in India (Philadelphia, University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 1996), pp. 250-269. 


Itty Abraham, “The Violence of Postcolonial Spaces: Kudankulam’ in Kalpana Kannabiran 
(ed.), Violence Studies (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2016), pp.316-336. 

Harnik Deol, Religion and Nationalism in India: The Case of Punjab (London: Routledge, 
2000), see Chapter 4 for refs to the Punjabi Suba movement (1966). 


Emma Tarlo, ‘Paper Truths: The Emergency and Slum Clearance through Forgotten Files’ 
in C.J. Fuller and Veronique Benei (eds.) The Everyday State and Society in Modern India 
(London: C. Hurst, 2001), pp. 68-89. 


1984: http://www.pucl.org/Topics/Religion-communalism/2003/who-are- 

guilty.htm 

Thomas Blom Hansen, ‘Governance and Myths of State in Mumbai’, in Fuller and Benei 
(eds.), pp. 31-66 on Bombay riots (1992) 


Ashis Nandy, Shikha Trivedy, Shail Mayaram, Achut Yagnik, Creating a Nationality: The 
Ramjanambhumi Movement and Fear of the Self (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1995), 
pp. 181-206. 





2002:http://archive.tehelka.com/story_main35.asp?filename=Ne031107gujfrat_sec.asp. 
2002: Ashis Nandy, ‘Obituary of a Culture’, Seminar no. 513, May 2002, pp. 15-18. 





2010: http://www.openthemagazine.com/article/nation/mirchpur-a-dog-story; 
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/mirchpur-sc-transfers-pil-to-hc/ 





Badri Narayan, Documenting Dissent: Contrasting Fables, Contested Memories and Dalit 
Political Discourse (Shimla: ITAS, 2001), pp. 23-35. 


2013: http://sanhati.com/excerpted/9141/ (Muzaffarnagar riots: Reports and Articles) 





(Images of Violence: The Bengal famine, 1943: Chittaprosad’s exhibition and catalogue at 
the Delhi Art Gallery, Hauz Khas village. Satish Gujaral’s paintings on Partition series; 
Screening of film clips: Junoon, Garam Hawa, Tamas; Amar Kanwar’s documentary film, 
The Lightning Testimonies, 2007). 


Suggested Readings 


l. 


De 


Ian Barrow, Making History, Drawing Territory: British Mapping in India, 1756- 
1905 (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2003), pp. 1-35. 

David Arnold, ‘The Colonial Prison: Power, Knowledge and Penology in 
Nineteenth-Century India’, in David Arnold, David Hardiman (eds.), Subaltern 
Studies VIII: Essays in Honour of Ranajit Guha, (New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, 1997), esp. 159-187. 


. David Arnold, ‘In a Land of Death’, in The Tropics and the Travelling Gaze: India, 


Landscape, and Science 1800-1856 (Delhi, Permanent Black, 2005), for refs to a 
“heathen landscape”, pp. 42-73. 


. Matthew Edney, Mapping an Empire: The Geographical Construction of British 


India, 1765-1843 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997), Chapter 10. 


. Erica Wald, ‘The Body of the Soldier and the Space of the Cantonment’, in The 


Vice in the Barracks: Medicine, the Military and the Making of Colonial India, 
1780-1868 (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), Chapter 4, esp. the section on 
ordering the cantonment, pp.131-140. 

Robert K. Home, Of Planting and Planning: The Making of British Colonial Cities 
(New York: Routledge, 2013), see esp. the Chapter ‘The Inconvenience Felt by 
Europeans’: Racial Segregation, Its Rise and Fall’, pp. 124-134, for refs to the 
destructions of Delhi and Lucknow. 

Neeladri Bhattacharya, ‘Pastoralists in a Colonial World’, in Nature, Culture, 
Imperialism: Essays on the Environment History of South Asia (New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, 1995), David Arnold and Ramachandra Guha (ed.), pp.49-85. 


. Mridu Rai, ‘Contested Sites: Religious Shrines and the Archeological Mapping of 


Kashmiri-Muslim Protest’, in Hindu Rulers, Muslim Subjects: Islam, Rights and the 
History of Kashmir (Delhi, Permanent Black: 2004), Chap. 4 esp. the section on 
‘The Colonial Politics of Archaeology and Conservation in British India’, pp. 183- 
207. 

Partha Chatterjee, Lineages of Political Society: Studies in Postcolonial Society 
(Ranikhet: Permanent Black: 2012), ‘The Sacred Circulation of National Images’, 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


V7. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25: 


26. 


pp. 130-154. 

C.M. Naim, ‘Syed Ahmad and His Two Books Called ‘Asar-al-Sanadid’, in 
Modern Asian Studies, 2010, pp. 1-40, for refs to ruins and monuments. 

Ashis Nandy, ‘The Journey to the Past as a Journey into the Self: The Remembered 
Village and the Poisoned City’, An Ambiguous Journey to the City: The Village and 
Other Odd Ruins of the Self in Indian Imagination (New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, 2001), pp. 1-41. 

V.N.Datta, ‘Jallianwala Bagh’, in Ravi Dayal (ed.), We Fought Together for 
Freedom: Chapters from the Indian National Movement (Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, 1995), pp.78-104. 

New light on the Punjab disturbances in 1919: volumes VI and VII of Disorders 
Inquiry Committee Evidence (Simla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 1975) 
edited with an Introduction by V.N Datta. 

Jenny Sharpe, ‘The Unspeakable Limits of Rape: Colonial Violence and Counter 
Insurgency’, in Genders, no.10. Spring 1991, pp. 29-43. 

D. J. Rycroft, Representing Rebellion: Visual Aspects of Counter-insurgency in 
Colonial India (New Delhi: Oxford University Press: 2006), pp. 1-52, pp. 288- 297. 
Veena Das, ‘The Figure of the Abducted Woman: The Citizen as Sexed’, in Veena 
Das, Life and Words: Violence and Descent into the Ordinary (California: 
California University Press, 2007), Chap. 2. 

Paul Brass, ‘The Partition of India and the retributive genocide in the Punjab, 
1946-47’: Means, Methods and Purposes’, Journal of Genocide Research, 2003, 
pp. 5,1, 71-101. 

Sanjay Kak, Fire with Fire, The Caravan, | August 2015 (on Salwa Judum). 

Mir Fatimah Kanth and Shrimoyee Nandini Ghosh, ‘Landscapes of an Occupation’, 
http://himalmag.com/landscapes-of-an-occupation-kashmir/ (on Kashmir). 

Ashis Nandy (ed.), Science, Hegemony and Violence: A Requiem for Modernity 
(New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1988), pp. 1-23. 

Tapati Guha-Thakurta, ‘Archaeology and the Monument: An Embattled Site of 
History and Memory in contemporary Ayodhya’, in Robert S Nelson and Margaret 
Olin (eds.), Monuments and Memory: Made and Unmade (Chicago: University of 
Chicago University Press, 2004), pp. 233-258. 

Ashis Nandy, ‘Nationalism Genuine and Spurious: A Very Late Obituary of Two 
Early Post-nationalist Strains in India’, Occasion: Interdisciplinary Studies in the 
Humanities v. 3 (March 1, 2012), http://occasion.stanford.edu/node/105. 

Ashis Nandy, The Illegitimacy of Nationalism: Rabindranath Tagore and the 
Politics of Self (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1994), pp. 1-50. 

Kalpana Kannabiran, ‘The Habitations of Violence in India’, in Kalpana 
Kannabiran (ed.), Violence Studies (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2016), 
pp.1-57. 

Akhil Gupta, ‘On Structural Violence’, in Kalpana Kannabiran (ed.), Violence 
Studies (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2016), pp. 339-357, on colonial and 
postcolonial governmentalities. 

Badri Narayan, ‘Violence and Politics: Two Cases of Dalit Women in Uttar 
Pradesh’, in Kalpana Kannabiran (ed.), Violence Studies (New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, 2016), pp. 192-211. 
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2T: 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


Bhagat Oinam, ‘Violence, Impunity and the Fallout: A Tale from Manipur’, in 
Patrick Hoeing and Navsharan Singh (eds.), Landscapes of Fear: Understanding 
Impunity in India (New Delhi: Zubaan, 2014), pp. 128-150. 

Ram Narayan Kumar, ‘The Matter of Mass Cremations in Punjab: A Window into 
the State of Impunity in India’, in Patrick Hoeing and Navsharan Singh (eds.), 
Landscapes of Fear: Understanding Impunity in India (New Delhi: Zubaan, 2014), 
pp. 219-251. 

Alessandro Portelli, The Order has been Carried Out: History, Memory and 
Meaning of a Nazi Massacre in Rome (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003), pp. 

1-20, 23-50, 173- 202, 208-276. 

Nonica Datta, Violence, Martyrdom and Partition: A Daughter ’s Testimony (New 
Delhi: Oxford University Press: 2013, paperback). 
Nirmal Verma, Lal Teen ki Chhat (New Delhi: Bhartiya Jnanpith, 2012), The Red 

Tin Roof (New Delhi: Ravi Dayal Publisher, 1997), trans. Kuldip Singh. See esp. 
Chapters 1-7; part 2: Chapter 1 (pp. 1-15, 21, 40, 76, 83-84, 111, 119, 123-150, 161- 
180, 189-204, 216-220, 223-241). 

Arun Agrawal, “Environmentality: Community, Intimate Government, and the 
Making of Environmental Subjects in Kumaon, India’, Current Anthropology, Vol., 
46, No, 2 April 2005. 

Nandini Sundar, ‘Beyond the Bounds? Violence at the Margins of New Legal 
Geographies’, in Nancy Lee Peluso and Michael Watts (eds.) Violent Environments 
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2001), pp. 328-353. 

Amita Baviskar, Written on the Body, Written on the Land: Violence and 
Environmental Struggles in Central India, in Mahesh Rangarajan and 
K.Sivaramakrishnan /ndia's Environmental History: Colonialism, Modernity and 
the Nation: A Reader, Vol., 2 (Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2012). 

Gunnel Cederlof, Landscapes and the Law: Environmental Politics, Regional 
Histories, and Contests over Nature (Delhi: Permanent Black, 2008). 

Sanjib Baruah, ‘Colonial Geography as Destiny: Assam as a Province of British 
India’, in India Against Itself: Assam and the Politics of Nationality (Pennsylvania: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999), pp. 21-43. 

Sanghamitra Misra, Becoming a Borderland: The Politics of Space and Identity in 
Colonial Northeastern India (New Delhi: Routledge, 2011), Chap 4. 


